Biology: Computer Lab: 
“Your Ecological Footprint”
Name _____________________________




Directions: use the web sites indicated to answer the questions that follow.  Complete both sides before turning in the assignment.

Go to the website: www.wikipedia.org/wiki/ecological_footprint

Answer each of the following using complete sentences by reading through the supplied text.:

1. What does an ecological footprint attempt to measure?


What does it represent?

2. When, and by whom, was the term ecological footprint first coined?

3. Ecological footprint analysis compares human _____________ on ____________ with the biosphere's ability to regenerate ______________ and provide services.
4. Ecological footprints are commonly used to argue that current _____________ are not sustainable.

5. The average size of an ecological footprint in this country in 2006 was _____ global hectacres per person.  

6. Click on the graph in the upper right hand corner (HDI vs. Ecological Footprint).  Answer each of the following questions.


a. What do the letters HDI represent?


b. In general, how does the size of the Ecological Footprint for the various countries compare to their HDI?


c. What continent has the lowest HDI's and Ecological Footprints?
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Biology: Computer Lab: 
“Your Ecological Footprint”
Name _____________________________




Directions: use the web sites indicated to answer the questions that follow.  Complete both sides before turning in the assignment.

Your Ecological Footprint

Proceed to the following web site: www.footprintcalculator.org/
1. Identify the country you live in and as a new user.
2. Do not give your e-mail address.

3. Create your Avatar.
3. Answer the questions that follow.  It will be quicker if you just use the general response "slide bar".
3. Summarize your results.
a. _____ If everybody lived like you how many planet Earths would be needed?


b. ______________ What category (pie chart) contributes most to your 
footprint?


c. _____How many acres of the Earth's productive area are needed to  
support your lifestyle.


d. _________ How many tons of Carbon dioxide does your lifestyle generate?


(look for the second red number under the planet icons and above the bar graph)
If you have time “play around” with some of the variables to see if you can drastically decrease the size of your footprint.

Summarize: List four variables that influence the size of your “footprint”.

1.


2.


3.


4.
